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assigned in the Plan, he had liad to dispense with 800
workers, who, however, had had no difficulty in finding
other employment. In ordinary cases of dismissal the
man concerned had the right to an appeal, which was
examined by a commission representative, both of the
factory and of its Trade Union. There was a broad
scheme of pensions, taking into account not only, old
age and accidents, but what are called work-invalids,
or those who have been worn out by their work.
I did not see the local school as I had paid two visits
to a similar one elsewhere. The hospital serving the
whole of this area was of magnificent proportions, and
its arrangements were the last word for die avoidance
of infection, which was guarded against by all sorts of
different entries and compartments. I had often seen
unexpectedly up-to-date hospitals in the old pre-War
days of the Town and County Councils; but these
elected Councils had always been hampered and restricted
by the old government, and now this was a very central
part of the provision of the State itself. Workers
destined for factories undergo a preliminary examination
to determine the kind of work for which they are best
fitted. Very special attention is given to childbirth.
As soon as this is in prospect the expectant mother is
relieved of all night work and assigned to easy tasks;
she is kept under regular medical supervision till the
birth, before which she will have been moved into
hospital well before the time, and afterwards a second
doctor is assigned to the child. As soon as she is allowed
to resume work, the creche, during working hours,
will take care of her child. I visited this one, and its only
disadvantage seemed to me the distance which the

